
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4710 April 24, 2009 
to exact a recall and to freeze the as-
sets of the companies that are attrib-
utable to that drywall that is manufac-
tured in China. They have that author-
ity. 

If they are not going to act on that 
authority, then the Congress is going 
to have to act for them. That is the bill 
Senator LANDRIEU and Senator VITTER 
and I and others also who have joined 
have filed. 

I thank the Senator from Oklahoma, 
Mr. INHOFE, our dear friend. I did not 
even know this, but the Senator must 
have heard some of this problem in his 
State of Oklahoma. This is a problem 
of monumental proportions. 

I will close by saying, because of that 
report yesterday from the staff of the 
commission to the staff of the Senate 
committees, there are a couple of news 
articles today: ‘‘Drywall Clamor Is In-
tensifying.’’ Another headline cries 
out, ‘‘Agency Outlines Strategy To 
Deal With Chinese Drywall.’’ Another 
headline cries out, ‘‘Efforts On Chinese 
Drywall Fix Too Slow.’’ 

I close with this: Put yourself in the 
place of the poor homeowner. They are 
there with their children. This is their 
dream home. They have put all of their 
assets into their home. They are cur-
rent on their mortgage, and suddenly 
they start realizing the symptoms they 
and their children have had over the 
last several months, and in some cases 
years, is attributable to this. They now 
understand why they have replaced 
their air-conditioning unit three times. 
They now see why they cannot keep 
their silver polished. They now know 
why the refrigerator metal and the 
dishwater metal is constantly cor-
roding, and their pediatrician is telling 
them to get their child out of that 
house. As a result, they have vacated 
their dream home. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator’s time has expired. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. So I close by 
saying my plea to the Senate is to in-
sist, if we have to, through the passage 
of this legislation, to address this prob-
lem head on. It is a major problem fac-
ing the people of this country. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, it is my 

understanding that I have 1 hour. I did 
not mind the Senator going over. I was 
enjoying the comments of my friend 
from Florida. But I want to make sure 
I still have that hour. 

I ask unanimous consent that I do. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

GUANTANAMO BAY 
Mr. INHOFE. Let me say this to my 

friend from Florida. Coincidentally, I 
was talking to my friend, Senator 
VITTER, who went over this with me. I 
have instructed my staff to add me to 
the Senator’s bill as a cosponsor. 

As the Senator from Florida will re-
member, he and I have agreed on a lot 

of the problems we are having today 
with China; for one thing, the threat 
that is out there, both in terms of en-
ergy and military buildup. I have been 
very much concerned as I go through— 
and my friend from Florida and I are 
both very active in trying to get things 
done in Africa—as we go through Afri-
ca, individually or together, we notice 
one of the major things we see taking 
place there, particularly in the area of 
the Sea of Guinea and other places in 
Nigeria where they have huge oil re-
serves, is the Chinese are building all 
of these new and shiny bridges and all 
that, which is competing with us since 
we have the same problem they have in 
terms of a lack of energy. 

So I would enjoy joining him in some 
of these problems we see that we are 
having with China. 

I wanted some time this morning. I 
actually have four causes going on 
right now. I am not going to have time 
to address all four of these. But I will 
just briefly say what they are, then I 
will start with the one I think is the 
most critical right now. First of all, 
one of my causes is having to do with 
Guantanamo Bay. 

The fact that people are talking 
about closing it, President Obama has 
stated—actually in his inaugural ad-
dress he did not, but then later on said, 
yes, we are going to close it in spite of 
the problems that would come to us if 
we did close it. 

I am anxious to have time on the 
floor to talk about the frequent visits I 
have made to GITMO. One of the few 
good deals the Government has today 
is Guantanamo Bay. It might be that 
the Presiding Officer is not aware of 
the fact. It is one of the good deals out 
there. We only pay $4,000 a year, the 
same thing we paid in 1903, for the use 
of this great facility. 

There has been no evidence of any 
kind of abuse of prisoners or detainees. 
They have a judicial center that is un-
like anything in the United States. 
These are tribunals. 

We cannot put these terrorists, these de-
tainees, into our prison system. That is not 
going to work. If it does, I would like to 
know which Member of the Senate wants to 
have those detainees housed in their own 
State. I am sure the Presiding Officer is not 
excited about having them in Illinois. I am 
not excited about having them in Oklahoma. 

What would happen is, anyplace 
where they would be detained in the 
United States would be a magnet to 
terrorist activity. But I hope I will 
have a chance to talk about that. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
The next thing would be on some of 

the recent developments in what they 
used to call the global warming prob-
lem. Since we are in the fifth year of a 
cooling period, they are trying to 
change that to ‘‘climate change.’’ But 
this is something a lot of people in this 
body are pursuing. 

I would say this: There are not the 
votes for a major tax increase. A cap 
and trade on carbon would now con-
stitute somewhere between $350 and 
$400 billion each year as a tax increase, 

and it is something that would not ac-
complish anything. 

In fact, if there are a few people still 
remaining out there who believe global 
warming is caused by carbon dioxide 
and we need to restrict it in some way, 
let’s keep in mind, if we do something 
unilaterally in the United States of 
America, then what few manufacturing 
jobs we have left in this country are 
going to go to places where they can 
provide energy in places such as China 
and Mexico, where they have no re-
strictions on emissions on CO2. 

So I would only say I hope we have 
time to talk about that. 

TARP 
The last thing is TARP, the program 

that started here. I was critical of the 
Bush administration back in October 
when then the Secretary of the Treas-
ury came along and talked about, well, 
we have to have $700 billion to buy 
damaged assets. I looked at that thing 
and read it. There was nothing in there 
that compelled the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the President to use that 
$700 billion for anything. There is no 
accountability to Congress. It is un-
precedented. 

So I was criticizing the Bush admin-
istration, only to find out it was Tim 
Geithner, who is now the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who was behind this 
whole thing. He started the Bear 
Stearns problem. So I no longer criti-
cize the Bush administration and Hank 
Paulson. 

But, nonetheless, if you stop and 
think, it is so hard for me and for other 
people to envision what $1 trillion is or 
$100 billion is. The $700 billion, if you 
will do your math, you take the num-
ber of households who file tax returns 
and pay taxes and that is $5,000 per 
household. That is shocking when you 
tell people. 

A lot of people who voted for that in 
the first place, in fact, 75 of the Sen-
ators who voted for that monstrosity 
back in October now are regretting 
that they did. Their comments are, 
well, they lied to us. They said that 
was going to be used for damaged as-
sets. 

They did lie to us. They flat lied. 
They never had any intention of using 
that money to buy damaged assets. 
Now, after they have bailed out several 
banks and put billions of dollars in 
banks, now they are saying, well, we 
need to buy damaged assets. Well, 
where were they when the problem was 
there? 

I do want to talk about that and will 
be talking about that in a lot of detail 
as time goes by. 

f 

MILITARY BUDGET 

Last Monday, I did not have much 
time on the Senate floor to get into the 
problem that I see, and the problem 
was with the announcement that was 
made by Secretary Gates, the Sec-
retary of Defense. It happens by coinci-
dence that I was in Afghanistan when 
that happened. I was looking around 
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